
Field Trip: Tokyo Port Wild Bird Park         May 20, 2015
Sophia University

[This document can be found at http://wp.me/p4uYxQ-jo.  Or just use the QR code]

DATE & TIME

Wednesday, May 20   12:45 - 17:00

PROFESSOR IN CHARGE

Takehiro Watanabe　(Sophia Univ., Faculty of Liberal Arts)
takwatanabe.sophia@gmail.com
mobile: 090-7209-0711
Please contact Prof. Watanabe if you have any questions. 

FIELD TRIP DESTINATION

Tokyo Port Wild Bird Park   http://www.wbsj.org/wbsj-blog/yachoukouen/
Address: 3-1 Tokai, Ota-ku, Tokyo 143-0001
Map: https://www.google.co.jp/maps/@35.583548,139.760427,16z?hl=ja

 
SIGNING UP FOR THE TRIP

If you want to attend this meeting, please email Yuuka (orange.18nov@gmail.com), our student 
assistant for this trip, with your name, student ID, email address, and phone number, by no 
later than May 10.  This trip will be capped at 30 students.

ABOUT THE FIELD TRIP

Tokyo Port Wild Bird Park is run jointly by the Tokyo Metropolitan Government and the 
Wild Bird Society of Japan.  Situated in Tokyo Bay, right near Haneda Airport, the park is 
unique because it is a nature preserve for shorebirds that is on a landfill.  As one of many tidal 
flat preserves along the bay coast, the park serves as an important habitat for migratory birds: 
winter birds from the north and summer birds from the south.  

During this visit we will hear a lecture from Mr. Kazuo Saigawa, the chief ranger at this park 
and veteran of wildlife conservation in Japan and elsewhere.  I have asked him to talk about 
the following topics: how this area, once famous for nori farming, was transformed into a vast 
industrial landfill in the postwar period; the history of anti-pollution movements and 
conservationist efforts that led to the establishment of this “nature” sanctuary in the 1970s; the 
park’s role in international efforts to protect the flyways of migratory birds; and the difficulty of 
negotiating the conflicting interests between city planners and nature conservationists.  
In particular, we hope to hear about the park’s plans for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics — an issue 
that has come to a head as the Wild Bird Society of Japan has succeeded in getting the 
International Olympics Committee to demand change in a venue design that threatened to 
harm the natural habitat (http://tinyurl.com/kq23dyd).  (for an update on this issue in Japanese, 
see http://tinyurl.com/mbh9nsw)
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Aside from Mr. Saigawa’s lecture, we will have time to explore the park and observe birds in 
the wild.  If you have never done bird watching, don’t worry!  At the nature center, where the 
lecture will take place, rangers can assist you in spotting birds and explaining their habitat.  We 
will also be able to borrow binoculars at the park.  

 
WHAT TO BRING

The park rests on a mudflat and we will be walking on dirt paths.  So if it is raining or has 
rained on the day before, the park will be muddy.  In that case, I would advise that you wear 
boots or hiking shoes that is waterproof.  Otherwise, comfortable walking shoes 
or sneakers should be fine.  Dress shoes and high heels are not recommended.  

A jacket might also be nice to bring.  Although mid-May should be warm, we are right by the 
ocean so expect the park to be windy.  There are enough shady areas to stop for bird watching, 
but hats and sunglasses might help on a sunny day.  And if you are going to wear short-sleeve 
shirts and shorts, you may want to bring bug spray. 

If you have binoculars, cameras with zoom lenses, or field guides for birding, feel free to bring 
them along!  Please also bring pen and notebook.  We would very much like for you to be 
taking notes during the visit.  

 
BIRDWATCHING MANNERS

Birdwatching (or “birding") is a popular activity worldwide and 
even on a weekday, this park may have other visitors, including 
bird enthusiasts from overseas.  Since we are going to be a big 
group, it is important that we handle ourselves in accordance to 
the birdwatching etiquette  to the manners that are expected of 
by other birders.  Before this trip, please read the following guide 
to birding etiquette, provided by the National Audubon 
Society: http://tinyurl.com/nlffsgo

 
LUNCH

There are no stores or facilities in the park that sell food (there are a few vending machines for 
drinks at the Nature Center).  And we won’t have much time there at the park to take a meal.  
So please eat lunch before we meet at Yotsuya.  If you can’t, I suggest that you bring lunch 
with you and eat in the park during our free time before the lecture.

 
SCHEDULE
 

12:45 Meet at the North Gate of Sophia University (Yotsuya station)　        
Note that the North Gate is the one facing Shinjuku Dori                  
(campus map: http://www.sophia.ac.jp/eng/info/access/map/map_yotsuya)                 

 
12:50 Head to Yotsuya station        
 
13:00 Yotsuya   to   Kanda  (Chuo Line / For Tokyo / Platform No. 1)        

Kanda   to   Hamamatsucho  (Keihin-Tohoku Line / For Ofuna / Platform No. 1)                 
Hamamatsucho    to   Ryuutsuu Center  (Tokyo Monorail / For Haneda Airport)                 
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13:45   Head to Tokyo Port Wild Bird Park by foot  (10 minutes)　      
 
14:00   Arrive at Park　      

Purchase entrance ticket, borrow binoculars, and enter!!                 
 
14:10 Free time　(Tour of the Park, Birdwatching)        
 

Observe especially the Satoyama Project of the West Park, and the bird observation 
huts.  Also, if you need to sit down for a meal, there are tables by the lawn near the 
park entrance or inside the nature center.

 
15:00 Gather at the Observation Room on the 2nd floor of Nature Center        

Birdwatching at Nature Center                 
Please return rental binoculars at the reception of the Nature Center                 

 
15:30 Lecture and Q&A  By: Kazuo Saigawa (Chief Ranger) (about 60 minutes)        
 
16:45 End of field trip (dismissal at the park entrance)        
 
17:00 Park closes        

 
EXPENSES

Please note that you will need to pay for the train transportation & the park entrance 
fee individually.  
 
Train (One-way) [Yotsuya to Ryuutsuu Center]  510 yen  

Please have a SUICA or PASMO card with you with enough balance so that we can go 
through the station gates without spending time to buy tickets. 

Park Entrance Fee (Group Fee) 　240 yen

CONTACT INFORMATION
 

Saki Shimamura  (Ranger of Wild Bird Society of Japan)
shimamura-s@wbsj.org
03−3799−5031
 
Kazuo Saigawa  (Chief ranger of Wild Bird Society of Japan)
saigawa-k@wbsj.org
03−3799−5031
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