
Zenpukuji River Symposium Field Trip 2015 

GENERAL OVERVIEW 
This trip is a great opportunity to see local communities groups in action.  It will give you 
another perspective of Japan’s river policy (especially in Tokyo), the history of land and 
water use, and how community-level organizations work in Tokyo.  Plus we will be going 
down to the river!  Prof. Watanabe has received permission to bring students to this event 
and interpret for non-Japanese speakers.  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO JOIN US FOR THE TRIP 
Please email Yuuka (orange.18nov@gmail.com) with your name, student ID, and mobile 
phone number (if you have one).  By June 15 (Mon). 

EMERGENCY CONTACT INFO 
Prof. Watanabe   090-7209-0711     
Akie  080-4807-0177                        
Yuuka 080-5358-5803                      
Yuri 080-5448-6332                          

SCHEDULE     JUNE 28 (SUN) 

9:20 Meet at Ogikubo Station  
9:31 Take bus from Ogikubo Station’s North Exit (荻窪駅北口) Bus Stop #0  
 Kanto Bus Ogi 36 for “Minami Zenpukuji” (関東バス　荻36　南善福寺行き） 
 Get off at bus station “Zenpukuji Park” (善福寺公園)  
9:50   Arrive at Zenpukuji Park  (Shimoike Pond, Azuma-ya)   
10:00  River Walk Tour with Prof. Nakamura Shun’ichiro (Nagoya University)  
           If weather permits, we will be going down to the concrete riverbed!  
12:00 River Walk ends — lunch break — walk to symposium venue  

13:15  Arrive at symposium venue  
 Nishiogi Civic Center (Kinrō Fukushi Kaikan), Meeting Room 3/4  
 Registration & Exhibit of children’s Zenpukuji river plans   
13:45  Symposium starts   
 Opening statement by Mita Hideo (Zenpuku Frog Co-chair)  
13:50  Presentation 1: The Potential of Dream Waterway  
  by Yoshitomi Tomoyasu (Tokyo Gakugei University)  
14:20  Presentation 2: Waterfront Environment Made by All: Initiatives at Kamisaigo River  
  by Hayashi Hironori (Kyushu University)  
14:50~15:00 Break  
15:00  Panel Discussion, chaired by Kagawa Kazue  
15:45  Discussion, Q&A  
16:30  Concluding remarks & this year’s plans  
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MEETING LOCATION IN THE MORNING 

We are meeting at Ogikubo Station (on the JR Chuo Line) at 9:20AM, at the bus stop in 
front of the north exit of the station.  Please don’t be late!  We will take the 9:31 bus from 
Bus Stop #0.  The bus we will take is Kanto Bus Ogi 36 for “Minami Zenpukuji” (関東バス
　荻36　南善福寺行き）The bus fee is 210 yen for one way. 

OTHER REMINDERS  
• There will be a 300 yen fee for this event.  Plus bus fee of 210 yen (one way) to and 

from Ogikubu Station. 
• What to wear: If you are participating in the river tour, wear comfortable shoes (no 

high heels) and clothing.  Weather permitting we will be going down by the 
riverbed and there will be rocky steps and a few small streams to cross.  We won’t 
have time to go in the river, but you may still get wet! 

• What if it rains? Except for extreme weather, such as a typhoon, the river walk will still 
be held, even in the rain.  However, in the case of rain we may not be able to go 
down to the riverbed.   

• Other things to bring: hat, water, mosquito repellant, notebook & pen  
• Lunch: we will have time to buy lunch on the way to the symposium venue, or stop by 

an eatery nearby.    
• The event organizers have asked us to please participate in the discussion at the 

end.  They would like to hear about the student’s impressions of Zenpukuji River.  
So please be prepared to make statements!    



ABOUT ZENPUKUJI RIVER & ZENPUKU FROG 

Zenpukuji River is a 12km tributary of the Kanda River.  It flows from Zenpukuji Park, 
meanders right in the middle of Suginami Ward, and joins Kanda River in Honancho 
(Nakano Ward).  It is now mostly a concrete river, but there are major parks at the source 
and alongside it.  Despite all the stormwater basins and underground water storage tanks 
built over the years, the river still floods.  Yet many river experts in Japan see the 
Zenpukuji as an excellent candidate as the site of Tokyo’s first truly restored urban river.     

“Committee to Restore Zenpukuji River to a Rural River", or "Zenpuku Frog” for short, is a 
loose network of local environmentalists, educators, civil engineers, and scientists who are 
seeking to restore parts of Zenpukuji River by removing the concrete and allowing for a 
more environmentally healthy river.  The group started in 2012.  The Japanese name is : 
善福寺川を里川にカエル会（善福蛙）.  Some of the initiatives they are promoting, such  
as the overhaul of the sewage system and the restoration of farmland and local habitats, 
will be the first of its kind in Tokyo.  
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